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Aravmd hospltals--WDF tie up to combat dlabetlc remmp athy

| Express News SEAwCE

Madu.ra.i April 10: The Aravind
{ Bye Hospital has tied up with the
{ World Diabetes Foundation (WDF). to
| Prevent diahetic retinopathy, the
sixth most frequent cause for blind-

ess 1n India.

DrAnil Kapoor, Vice Chalrman of
the WDF said, the need for the provi-
~S1on of eye care was evident, as many

-persons with poarly controlled dipbe-

tes would eventually develop diabetic

retinopathy if they lived long enough.

1 He said that more people succumbed

to diabetes than AIDS each yvear,
The incidence of diabetes retinopa-

|\ thy 4nIndia is very high and the mag-
nitude of the problem has not been re-

alised at present.
The disease was asypmtomatic alm-

ost until the stage where the patients

become blind, Thus, it was Necessary
to screen the patmms at a very early

stage.

There was a great negd t0 create

awareness on this problem as to the §0-
lution, both amongst the general pub.

lc as well 4s health protesswnals

Dr P Nmnpermnalsamy Diractor of .
Aravind’ Eye Hospital said that their

own unpublished data estimated that
at least 28.85 per cent persons Have dia-
betic retinoparhy, irrespective of the
duration of diabetes,
that 14 million diaberics wouwld need
to be closely monitared,

Timely treamment can prevent up ©
6l ta 70 per cent cf vision loss from dia:

berie retinapathy. Despite this vision

loss from diabetic revinopathy still
cantinues t¢ accur, he said.
The tet‘mopathy management proj:

ect supported by the World: Diabetes
Foundation would atteript to miear the

clwrrent need for-a holistic model ine.
Lﬂmtmg awareness creation, mediol
services delivery, and training to deal
with the problems of diabetes and din.
betic retinopathy in the communiry.
The project alms to create awaren-

ess 1n collabaration with dtﬂbemlnﬁ‘l'r

sts (0 screen digbetic patients for dia-
betic retinopathy and provide approp-
riate treatment at the hospital in Timt-
relveli distriet.

which means

“In addmon. this. DROjent; wmultl a.|l,m .
screen patlenes ['r'r:uh the Fanelral P
lation for diabetes' and. UL have -
place a mechanjsmy thr reterkal j?,_hh 4
nes for treamment 0[ Habates.: :

The retinopathy privject Lllau arm:
sses the advantages of nformation jeq-
hnology through thy pstabiishmerit ol -
rurd remote sereenun in Theni and o
mobile  unit 100 Screerc patientyg
theovgh digital imaging, the vusplis
whach woulil be trepngerd ted W el
ing and grading  centre at 4']1.'11 7l
[Cye Hospital. | ,

Leif Fenmger Jensen, Haiwﬂn" Imf{.

ctor of the WRIR gnid: hal Jopg: te m:_: s
- tumnmal quﬂtain,qhiluw m ruu lhe y .

fect was ancicipated:: : .
With the experience L:auwl o igs
the project period, & g PEETING tned sey
vige delivery mode| he de vt
ped thar woudd }}Lnf-*-nt the narjoral as -
well as uwtemﬁiumu bl indr 0S5 PUCRY.
anunes. -
pr Vmuclmﬂwamv fmmch-'r nt L\mw
ind Bye Hospital, Dr Kim, Chisf Bev-
ma Vitreous Serviees were anony
Nthers present, | -




